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HISTORY OF THOMAS CAT.

Ll —His Record [

[George A Guinhy, in the Boston Globe.]

I have taken the precaution to cloth
myself in o coat af mail befor attaeking
this sulect.  The Tom  eat llrlil.lg “n-
cased i a soat of male oo, 1 wish to he
On s near an equal footing with him as
parssible, but still he now heats me by
twp feet. It is hard h-i;;et the advant-
ago of seat. Any body who can got
the adeantage of a cat does not matrlu
guandian ; he can just go right out into
the cold wordd and cara a dollar & day
the year roand.

The cut was invented along time ago,
I have forgatten the wame of the invent-
or. kv was putented, and for & long
time the inventor held it as o monoply,
but after & tinse the patent run oot and
ihe cal v iute general use, since
wineh time there have been some im-
provements sdded, so that the cat of
ihis age is o bard Whing to beat,

Cals are of u conplo of Kinds, One is
the Tom cat, and the other—well, the
othet i=sn't. A catis all born at once
with the eteeption of the cres, which
are slwsys nine days late. When a cat
commences it is called a kitten, and
there sre considerable
brothers and sisters of him at once, and
for nine days they nre obliged
blind. The eye business sticks me
have read up all the works of :mﬂ.
and notice most every mninlh is
going to have eyes bave them in
under the original contract, even w the

and why the cat is left ont [

e !
! s , wir,

«<an not discover any more than I can

i wall noe! cllmted tnto the
|

| why n woman looks under a bed to find |
A nan.

The ecat is compased of a peenliar
composition, similar to Indin tubber:
the exast combinstion of the materinl
is one of the lost arts. I droppesd neat
out of a five-story windew on Browl-
way once, and he bonneed up about 4
road and landed on Lis feet. ili- didn™
Leven feel to sba If amy bones were
broken ; he simply zlaneed ot the Iamp- |
| post on the eomer, and read the nane |
of the street to get his bearings, aml
t sailid away as  peacefully as
though he had just got ot of o stage. |
It is wonderful how far a eat will tum- |
ble and not break,

Cats have a tail built into therm on the
after endd.  In repose it is about the size |
of o broom bandle, bat when exeite
the owner has the power of hlowing it
[ up whoat the sizn of 8 Balogna SUUSLZTE, |
amd when ereet in the air it gives the
cat a very gamev appearance.  The
(priveipal “nses of the tail to the do- |
mestie eat are few. Their mwemories |
are poor, and they forzet and leave
their tails round on the tloor for people |
o step on. Owne of the chief lielighls al
| et experiences is in getting its il un- |

' ean tell at

my motih and dropped a % seat!™ ont
of the window. The yowling incressed.

1 added 2 pair of $10 boots to the affnir,

a hoot-jack follows) the boots, but the
nuise continued with more zeal, il pos.
han ever. My contribution was
not the oulyone.  From other windows
a eontinnons fire was kept up; bottles,
hoots, shoes, slippers, and every avall-

sibl

{able article that could be reached was
chied into the darkness at the noise,

Occasionally s more terrific vell would

| seem to indicate that, the objective point

lutd been reached, but still the yelling
vontinued with unabating ardor.

At lnat T hethought me of a dark lan-
(tern I bad, and, lighting it, I turned the |

light down into the back vard in the
direetion of the noise. What T saw I
ut, but how I feltand Jooked
wonld need a larger pen than mine 1o
describe.  To say that my hair stood
up would be very tame. It not only
stood up, but it fairly lifted me from the
floor. Y‘:l.l’ hanging from the clothes
line a couple of Tom eats, tied together
by the tails, and engaged with all their
wight in taking each other apart, while
in the yard wis a man with a bag, into
which he was putting my boots, boot-

der the rocker of a chair, just in season | jack, nad other mn!ﬂlnlliuns. making
to eatch the whole weight of the t:lmirl for him a fair night’s work, and, after

| Anecdote of the Czar,
In Russin, nobody has the right toap-
}mm-.'h the Uaar on the styeets, moch
84 T speak 1o him,  If one should do
a0, he wonld bearrested.  The Emperor
Nicholas was in the habit of walking out
and often broke the law in «pirit by
spenking to persons whom  he ehance
o meet,  One doy, while the Emperor
was promenading before the lnrge hotel
of Morskos Street, e met an elezantly
dressed  young  gentleman, leisurely
smuking his cigar with the same uncon-
‘eern as Il he was in a Parisinn  eage,
The Emperor approgched and sabuted
him in mulitary styi
“Jt appears tha

VOU are 3 siranger,

s How Q&4 you find thatout?" sadd the
siranger,

* Becnuse you are smoking in the
street, which is forbidden by the police
regulutions.™

| *Thunk you. sir,” pelitely replied

| the stranger.  * [ always make it o rule
10 respect the laws of the countries which
Ivisit.,”  And he made 8 movement to

throw away his efear.

. * No, you need not do it now. As
long as you are walking with me, no-

| body will make any remarks to yon."

ut the comw down,

acquaintance of the Tom cat.
maore lifeto the square inch in a city Tom |

| barring » pif.'l-:!“ of cheese.
Hourishwes in wil hils aative vig
his cat-like qualities find mn";.
Thes b conrts,
Then bn tighits, |
Then he vells, {
om moonlight nisiits,
Climabing fenees, dodging boogs,
Alsn bunllets m= e sevita
hitnpey o the guttsr, |

weter to the shutter,
garden piat, I

There

1
That
Cnt? 1
The Tom cat and the street-lamp at-|
tend o business chiefly st night. Day- |
time they are more ornamental than ]
useful.  Sprawling around the stove, |
hasking in the sun, he passes away the
day in sleep.  As night approaches he |
braces up, and starts out 10 attend to |
business. He has no friends. Everr
eat be meets is an enemy. Ile meels
the enemy and they are his, or he is
theirs: it is as often one way as the oth-
or. As sxom as he sees the foe he arches
his back, inflates his tail and sounds the
war cry.  Talk about the tocsin alarm;
the Tom cat calls in & voice that imme-
diately gives him the beht for hideous |
noises. The enemy near each other;
there is not a clash of arms exactly, bat
there is an interlocking and braiding of
lezs, two lumps of animated hair =0
into the air and come down onto the
ground and roll over and claw, and |
seratch, and fur flies, and it flies fur,
and they serateh faces, and they face
scratehes, and they vawl and howl, and
bite and tear for a few moments, and
then unhraid their legs and sit down |
and look st edeh other for & minme, and
eollect their seattered seuses and try |
and discover what particular portion of |
their anatomy is missing, and then hoth |
atthe same instant turn and annihilate
Bpice in uplmsilr directions, with a
nnanimity of thought that is wonderful
in & dumb animal.  This = not an illss
minated picture, but is a hunk of truth
about a cat fight. !
The Tom cat ranges with undisputed
sway on fences, porches and bouse-tops.
A man (o fully reslize the charmof a
country home and a steep roof, needs to
paws a night under a tin roof and have
an assortment of eats hold a levee above
hi¢ head.  As he listens to the * musie
in the hair,” and leaps from bedas a
cat springs from the chimney-top and
lands ou the roof above lis head, and
then engagesin a Greco-Roman stroggle,
while 2 man throws up the window and
vells swears and throws boot-jacks
blacking-brushes in the direction of
the noise, it is then that the city loses
its charm, and dollars don’t look bigger
than ten-vent pieces to him, nnﬁn
wishes himself back in hise home,
where milk is but five cents a quart and
ngrx grow thirteen to the dozen.
know what I am saying. 1 passed
a night once away from bome. What
Tlearned that might would fill a very
large barrel. T had retired and was en-

deavoring to self in sleep,
whons et ioticeibable o
sounds stole into my room and entwin-
ed itself about ears. It was
the first strains a8 eat fight.
I got out of bed and opened

| gathering up all the spoils, a5 he un-|  *“Are you, then, a great personage of

I Wiew out my light nnd crept into bed,

Lis grandehild.

know several more about

(cats, but I shall keep them to mvself | Emperor.

unless the conrt oblires me to diselose.
There is to-day in Americaone young
wan who has not interest enoughin a

wateh the confliet, or throw articles of
value at the felines, and his nume i=—
—
Bitten by a Tarautula.

A party of Sacramentans returned
bome last evening from w trip to the
mountains, bringing with them two deer
skins, one wildeat skin, and a few other
trophies, inclmling two tarantulas—

dead ones.  They had a little incident
attending the transportation of these

To get the pure, unadulteratid cat, | slung the cats from the line and placed Ilhe Empire?"* said the stranger.
one needs o go to the city and make the | them in the bag and sealed the fence, it |
There is | dawned upon me that I had been sold. | Emperor.

“1 have some influence,” said the

| *Very bappy to hear it,” said the

cat than can be found angwhore else, | wondering if my angel grandfather was stranger.  “1 understand that with in-
. There he | not smiling from beyond the clonds at | flnence one can accomplish almost any

thing beee.™
| “You exaggerate, sir,” replisl the
“ Cerainly a ]\mwur!ul ro-
tection isa good thing: but we Rus-
'sians like to Koow with whom we have
1o deal, and this is atrained only through

| eat-fight to get up in the night and ! seme good protector, of course.”

s Well, sir, if that is the case, * said
the stranger, 1 will avail myself of
your kind offer. T came to Russia on

usiness, and a litle protection would
be most acceptable indeed.” And he
procesded to explain his business, puf-
fing his ecigar all the time, and talking
with the Emperor.

They were walking in an elegant
street, full of picture I.:ﬂups, and nearly
all had pictures of the Emperor in their
windows, The stranger did find some

hi between  them and  his

specimens which oec -
ble alarm. It ocenrved in Cache Creek
Canyon, on Wednesday, asthey were
returning home., The tarantulas, for
lsck of a better receptacle, were in-
closel in 1 cigar-box when caughr,abont
10 day=
up, was deposited beneath the seat of
the vehicle. While they were jolting
throvgh the eanyon the seat slipped,
and the two men occupying it found
themselves dropped suddenly into the
bottom of the wagon. One of them
struck the cigar-box, crushed it, and im-
mediately felt that something had burt
him. A glance showed him that he
waa resting on the tarantulas, and with
& yvell of “1'mstung! 'm stung!* he
jumpisd from the wagon, and, dashing
his hasuds behind him, as though desir-
ous  of liftiny himself out of
hiis boots, lie bonnced wildly along the
romd, then  turmed mafle for
the wagon, shouting to his amazed and
greatly alirmed companions.  * Whis-
Ey? Quick! ['m dying! Why “onnt
you bhurry!™ The cther three men—
there were four in the party—reached
simultaneously for the demijohn, broke
off the cork in their haste to pull it out,
and in an effort to knoek off the neck of
the demijohn, to save time, broke the
entire concern and nearly all the con-
tents were lost.  About a pint of the
Hguid was saved, however, and without
saying as much as * Here's. Inck,” the
party that was bitten swallowed it. Soon
e began 1o feel better, and eventually
felt so remarkably well that it was evi-
dent the poison had been foreed to sue-
cumb. Then the work of straightening
up the contents of the Was com-
menced, and  the tarantula box was
carefully lifted ont and examined, when

behold! the * bugs” were found
fectly Tifeless, and o dry and stif that it
was evident that they had been dead

_—He was from the country back of
Newburg, and he came to town for the
ﬁ:_'sxthu. ;

» and this box, carefully tied | pass,

e 5.
agrecable companion, but the iden that
he might be the Emperor himself never
crossed his mind. Finally, secing the
ws]tect shown by all the paswrs-by,
and that all made room for them to
and happening 10 see at that mo-
ment n full-length portrait of the Em-
peror, the doubt was no longer possible.

“ Pardon me, sir,™ said he, scarcely
able to control his emotion. * Have T
not the honor to speak to the Emperor
Nicholas?

*Yes, sir,” replied the Emperor,
smiling, * but do not be uneasy. I on-
Iy advise vou to be more discreet with
Your cigar next time, as the Emperor
may not be always at vour side to pro-
feet you.™

And ne snon as he arrived at the pal-
ave, e seiat for the Chief of the Police,
and gave onders to facilitate the business
of the stranger. The latter left St,
Petershurg a few days luter, delighted
with the kindness of his exalte pro-
tector.

A (‘lulu;-u Horse.

Mr. Ezra A. Hermnann owns a horse
which has departed from the traditions
of his ancestors, and is carnivorous, if
not omnivorous, The animal for ome
time has shown a disposition to take
fresh meat, and when it is offered 1o
him will devour it with apparent relish.
He will alsu drink milk with avidity, and
estimales a mowse or 4 rat as quite a
tit-bit.  Yesterday, Mr, Hermann, in
handling some tobacco-boxes, killed a
mouse.  Iis son, who wus present,
offered the mouse to the horse, and it
was snapped ap, masticated, and swal-
lowed ina breath. Ezrais somewhat
astonished over the strange taste of the
horse, and is disposed to find faunlt with
Lb_mim‘?lh‘}mx;;ah prefers flesh to
Zrain an S animal hns
feed of such ’;s is wsuall pmkltm
animals of the equine kind, and he is fat
and sleek.—Dayton (Ohio) Demoerat.
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